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who attempted it must suffer the consequences
of treason. This was the way in which a Demo-
cratic President, famous for his belief in the
need to protect the rights of the states, had
spoken, and on this basis had he negotiated a
compromise with South Carolina which avoided
secession. But President Buchanan spoke no such
language now.

Nor did Congress, in which, before secession
had begun to take effect, the Democrats still
retained a majority, give any positive lead. The
withdrawal of the Senators from the seceding
states gave the Republicans a majority in the
Senate. An act was passed to admit Kansas to
the Union under her latest free constitution,
thus endorsing Douglas in his confidence in
popular sovereignty in this case at any rate.
The Territories of Nevada, Colorado and
Dakota were organised, with no mention of
slavery. A tariff act, the Morrill Act, the first
strongly protective tariff since the controversy of
183$, in which Jackson had intervened, was also
passed. Its passage could have been prevented
had the Southern Senators been present. These
were the measures with which Congress was
concerned. The great issues of secession and
slavery were not dealt with.

Not that attempts at compromise were want-
ing. There was one attempt, known as the Crit-
tenden Compromise, which deserves attention.
'On December 18, 1860, Senator Crittenden